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Dear Friends,

Lately we’ve been intrigued by the variety of content, styles and techniques that artists can convey on paper, so we began to search for an interesting group of very different works for our next invitational show, “Expressions on Paper.”  Please join us, and the artists, for the opening on May 4th from 5:30 to 7:30 pm.  

A brief overview of the artists and their work:

Mary Arthur is a prolific artist most known for her crisp yet lush oil paintings of figures, landscapes and urban views. We were charmed by some of her small, beautifully composed studies on paper, both oils and pastels.

Jenny Freestone, a master of etching and lithography, draws exceptionally well. She is inspired by natural forms, ancient architecture, anatomy and memories. Her command of chiaroscuro wonderfully emphasizes the power of her very personal imagery.

Nancy Linden draws constantly, melding volumetric line with a sharp anatomical accuracy.  In these almost monochrome drawings in charcoal and pastel she chooses not to reveal every line, every shadow, every plane of a figure, allowing bold line and empty space a dialogue of the “unspoken”.  

Shannon Oliverio’s velvety charcoal drawings almost seem to smoke, yet have the clarity of dreams. The white highlights impart dramatic contrast to the darkest shadows in these dense, odd and razor-sharp charcoal drawings. 

Ellagwyn Parker’s graphite drawings are very soft and ethereal, like clouds. A finely-drawn, gentle solitude in these images and a certain child-like quality suggest an interesting introspection.

Adele Ruby draws moody and detached figures in charcoal and pastel, with a minimal use of color, a soft glow to the surfaces and an assertive line.

Michael Sandstrom works layer upon layer of opaque acrylic ink into matrix patterns, with the paper soaking up so much dye that it approaches becoming a textile. The result is a hypnotic fascination, as the eye explores an alien surface evoking aerial maps, planetary surfaces, or enlarged microscope slides of tissue and capillaries.

Heidi Schneider’s charcoal drawings of the “everyday” are subtle studies in structure, light and shadow. A sink full of dishes becomes an almost monumental image; rooftops through a window channel the viewer far into the distance, or a reverie.

Leonid Siveriver “carves” his drawings in graphite pencil wielded like a chisel. Here he offers views of torsos, nearly life-size, filling the page like a voyeur’s window. Light and shadow emerge dramatically from consistent strokes that build the volume of anatomically knowledgeable forms. 

Leah Vogely works in charcoal to take off from a figurative base and launch into evocative fragments of images which seem to surface from a subconscious source. The drawings’ play of fog and line pulls attention to a richness of surface.

Paintings at Cafe de Paris

A number of paintings by some of the artists included in Expressions on Paper continue to be on exhibit at Cafe de Paris at the intersection of MD 108 and Centre Park Drive.  Enjoy a glass of wine in the bar or a fine meal while viewing the art.

Good Hunting in Mt. Vernon

We were recently inspired by the gentler weather to offer a fun search with a reward: Starting on May 1, look for clues that will lead a winner to a gift, retail value $50, from Sandarac Gallery: a beautiful and fascinating book of images from the eccentric, cultivated and idle lives of a certain foreign nobility from the previous century. Old photographs of grand palaces and landscapes, period documents, jewels, dresses, tableware and more accoutrements of daily life contribute to a vivid visualization of a lost era. Their lavish style in gambling, womanizing, parties and balls; extravagant homes and religious processions, all documented here, have faded away after war, revolution and the consequences of their own decadence.  

Here is your first clue: The best pasta in Mt. Vernon is found on the street that divides east from west. Find a postcard in a soft place, near a large window overlooking the back of a church, and read it for clue number two.  

All the best,

Deb Sherer and Dick Boss
